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DETAILED ACTION 



1. Claims 1-21 are pending in this application. 

2. This application claims priority to Japanese Patent Application No. 2003-208295, 
filed 8/21/2003. 

Specification Objections 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. The following title is 
suggested: System, method, and program for autonomously assigning identifier 
assignments for secure communication on a shared network. 

4. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 
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5. The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

6. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it exceeds 1 50 words. 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Drawings Objections 

7. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: S13 and S23 in Figs 4 and 5, respectively. 

8. The drawings are objected to because the network bus in Fig. 1 is indicated 
using, "N," each element referenced in the drawings must be identified by number 
accompanied by a corresponding numerical reference in the specification. Corrected 
drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the 
sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
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amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be 
canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and 
where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. 
Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 
remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

9. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

10. Claims are 1-21 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

1 1 . With respect to claims 1,10, and 16 it is unclear as to what is being claimed as 
the invention, specifically the interval, "within a predetermined duration of time," that 
necessitates the, "assignment of the identifier to the communication device." In order to 
distinctly claim the subject matter which is regarded as the invention, it is incumbent that 
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the events that indicate the beginning and end of the, "duration of time," be stated 
clearly and definitively. 

12. With respect to claim 3, 12, and 18 it is unclear as to what is being claimed as 
the invention, specifically, "as a transmission source of the distribution request 
information," renders the claim indefinite. In order to distinctly claim the subject matter 
which is regarded as the invention, it would be prudent to strike this phrase from the 
claim. At best, given the lack of clarity within the claim itself, it is the belief of the 
examiner that the claim conveys the concepts taught in the specification without the 
aforementioned phrase. 

13. With respect to claims 3, 12, and 18, the claims recite the limitation "the 
distribution request information" without prior reference to any equivalent element. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim, it should read, "a 
distribution request for information." 

14. There is insufficient antecedent basis for limitations throughout the claims which 
result in a failure to conform to current U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal 
translation into English from a foreign document and contain several grammatical and 
idiomatic errors, which cause confusion with regards to proper antecedent basis, and 
therefor compound problems with the indefinite nature of the claims as they are 
currently recited. 
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1 5. As an example, with respect to claim 3, the first recitation, "of identifier 
distribution," should be recited as, "of an identifier distribution." Doing so established 
the necessary antecedent basis to reference later elements as, "the identifier 
distribution." It is incumbent upon the applicant to follow this convention throughout the 
recitation of their claims. All new elements presented a claim for the first time should be 
preceded be, "a," or "an," where appropriate, while later references to elements should 
be preceded by, "the," or said," elements. Dependent claims may properly reference 
elements introduced in the independent claim which it is based off of, but care should 
be taken not to cite elements introduced in neighboring independent claims (see claim 
7, which recites, "the term condition," an element that was introduced in claim 4, as 
opposed to the independent claim 3 which it is dependent upon), which is found 
throughout the claims. Proper amendments to the claims must be made with regards to 
this practice. 

16. All other claims are dependent on the aforementioned independent claims, and 
therefor are rejected on the grounds stated above, respectively. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



Application/Control Number: 10/804,172 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2151 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

18. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Bahlmann (U.S. Patent No. 6,578,074). 

19. With respect to claim 1 , Bahlmann discloses an identifier assignment apparatus 
for assigning an identifier to a communication device which uses a unique identifier to 
perform communication (column 3, lines 14-29), comprising: a managing unit that 
manages the communication device (column 4, line 61); and a control unit that receives 
a request from the communication device, and assigns an identifier to the 
communication device in response to the request if the request is within a 
predetermined duration of time from the assignment of the identifier to the 
communication device (column 5, lines 40-67; column 6, lines 1-3). 

20. With respect to claim 2, Bahlmann discloses an identifier assignment apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the control unit always assigns the identifier in response 
to requests from an approved communication device (column 8, lines 37-45). 

21 . With respect to claim 3, Bahlmann discloses an identifier assignment apparatus 
for assigning an identifier to a communication device which uses a unique identifier to 
perform communication (column 3, lines 14-29), comprising: a lease condition storage 
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unit that stores lease conditions corresponding to the communication device indicating 
conditions relating to approval/prohibition of identifier distribution (column 8, lines 37- 
45); an initial control unit that, when the distribution request information is received from 
the communication device, approves the identifier distribution to the communication 
device and stores initial lease conditions corresponding to the communication device 
into lease condition storage unit, if the lease conditions corresponding to the 
communication device are not stored in the lease condition storage unit (column 6, lines 
58-67; column 7, lines 1-15; column 8, lines 16-20); a condition modification unit that 
modifies the lease conditions corresponding to communication device stored in the 
lease condition storage unit; and an identifier distribution approval/prohibition control 
unit that controls approval/prohibition of identifier distribution to the communication 
device as a transmission source of the distribution request information, based on the 
lease conditions corresponding to the communication device stored in the lease 
condition storage unit (column 6, lines 58-67; column 7, lines 1-47). 

22. With respect to claim 4, Bahlmann discloses an identifier assignment apparatus 
according to claim 3, in which the initial lease conditions include a term condition during 
which the identifier can be distributed (column 5, lines 59-67; column 6, lines 1-3), and 
the condition modification unit includes: a unit that determines whether or not the term 
condition in the initial lease conditions stored in the lease condition storage unit 
corresponding to the communication device is satisfied when the distribution request 
information is received from the communication device (column 9, lines 15-24); and a 
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lease prohibition setting unit that modifies the initial lease conditions to lease conditions 
for prohibiting the identifier distribution when it is determined that the term condition is 
not satisfied (column 2, lines 7-10). 

23. With respect to claim 5, Bahlmann discloses an identifier assignment apparatus 
according to claim 3, in which the condition modification unit includes unit that modifies 
the initial lease conditions corresponding to the communication device to a set of normal 
lease conditions in which identifier distribution is determined in advance based on 
information relating to execution of specific processing from the communication device 
(column 6, lines 58; column 7, lines 1-49). 

24. With respect to claim 6, Bahlmann discloses an identifier assignment apparatus 
according to claim 3, in which the lease conditions include the term condition during 
which the identifier can be distributed (column 5, lines 59-67; column 6, lines 1-3), and 
the condition modification unit includes a unit that extends for a predetermined duration 
of time the term condition stored in the lease condition storage unit corresponding to the 
communication device when the distribution request information is received from the 
communication device (column 11, lines 14-37). 

25. With respect to claim 7, Bahlmann discloses an identifier assignment apparatus 
according to claim 3, in which the lease conditions include the term condition during 
which the identifier can be distributed (column 5, lines 59-67; column 6, lines 1-3), and 
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the condition modification unit includes: a unit that determines whether or not the term 
condition in the lease conditions stored in the lease condition storage unit is satisfied; 
and a unit that deletes from the lease condition storage unit those lease conditions for 
which it is determined that the term condition is not satisfied (column 12, lines 5-12). 

26. With respect to claim 8, Bahlmann discloses an identifier assignment apparatus 
according to claim 3, in which the condition modification unit includes unit that modifies 
the lease conditions corresponding to the communication device stored in the lease 
condition storage unit based on the information relating to the execution of the specific 
processing from a management device (column 5, lines 58-67; column 7, lines 1-10; 
column 11, lines 14-37). 

27. With respect to claim 9, Bahlmann discloses an identifier assignment apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the identifier is IP address. 

28. With respect to claim 10, Bahlmann discloses an identifier assignment method 
for assigning an identifier to a communication device which uses a unique identifier to 
perform communication (column 3, lines 14-29), comprising: a managing step of 
managing the communication device (column 4, line 61); and a control step of receiving 
a request from the communication device, and assigning an identifier to the 
communication device in response to the request if the request is within a 
predetermined duration of time from the assignment of the identifier to the 
communication device (column 5, lines 40-67; column 6, lines 1-3). 
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29. With respect to claim 1 1 , Bahlmann discloses an identifier assignment method 
according to claim 10, wherein the control step always assigns the identifier in response 
to requests from an approved communication device (column 8, lines 37-45). 

30. With respect to claim 12, Bahlmann discloses an identifier assignment method 
for assigning an identifier to a communication device which uses a unique identifier to 
perform communication (column 3, lines 14-29), comprising: a lease condition storage 
step of storing lease conditions corresponding to the communication device indicating 
conditions relating to approval/prohibition of identifier distribution; an initial control step 
of, when the distribution request information is received from the communication device, 
approving the identifier distribution to the communication device and storing initial lease 
conditions corresponding to the communication device by lease condition storage step, 
if the lease conditions corresponding to the communication device are not stored by the 
lease condition storage step (column 6, lines 58-67; column 7, lines 1-15; column 8, 
lines 16-20); a condition modification step of modifying the lease conditions 
corresponding to communication device stored by the lease condition storage step; and 
an identifier distribution approval/prohibition control step of controlling 
approval/prohibition of identifier distribution to the communication device as a 
transmission source of the distribution request information, based on the lease 
conditions corresponding to the communication device stored by the lease condition 
storage step (column 6, lines 58-67; column 7, lines 1-47). 
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31 . With respect to claim 13, Bahlmann discloses an identifier assignment method 
according to claim 12, in which the initial lease conditions include a term condition 
during which the identifier can be distributed (column 5, lines 59-67; column 6, lines 1- 
3), and the condition modification step includes: a step of determining whether or not 
the term condition in the initial lease conditions stored by the lease condition storage 
step corresponding to the communication device is satisfied when the distribution 
request information is received from the communication device (column 9, lines 15-24); 
and a lease prohibition setting step of modifying the initial lease conditions to lease 
conditions for prohibiting the identifier distribution when it is determined that the term 
condition is not satisfied (column 2, lines 7-10). 

32. With respect to claim 14, Bahlmann discloses an identifier assignment method 
according to claim 12, in which the condition modification step includes a step of 
modifying the initial lease conditions corresponding to the communication device to a 
set of normal lease conditions in which identifier distribution is determined in advance 
based on information relating to execution of specific processing from the 
communication device (column 6, lines 58; column 7, lines 1-49). 

33. With respect to claim 15, Bahlmann discloses an identifier assignment method 
according to claim 12, in which the lease conditions include the term condition during 
which the identifier can be distributed (column 5, lines 59-67; column 6, lines 1-3), and 
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the condition modification step includes a step of extending for a predetermined 
duration of time the term condition stored by the lease condition storage step 
corresponding to the communication device when the distribution request information is 
received from the communication device (column 11, lines 14-37). 

34. With respect to claim 16, Bahlmann discloses a storage medium storing a 
program for assigning an identifier to a communication device which uses a unique 
identifier to perform communication (column 3, lines 14-29), the program comprising: a 
managing step of managing the communication device (column 4, line 61); and a 
control step of receiving a request from the communication device, and assigning an 
identifier to the communication device in response to the request if the request is within 
a predetermined duration of time from the assignment of the identifier to the 
communication device (column 5, lines 40-67; column 6, lines 1-3). 

35. With respect to claim 17, Bahlmann discloses a storage medium according to 
claim 16, wherein the control step always assigns the identifier in response to requests 
from an approved communication device (column 8, lines 37-45). 

36. With respect to claim 18, Bahlmann discloses a storage medium storing a 
program for assigning an identifier to a communication device which uses a unique 
identifier to perform communication (column 3, lines 14-29), the program comprising: a 
lease condition storage step of storing lease conditions corresponding to the 
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communication device indicating conditions relating to approval/prohibition of identifier 
distribution; an initial control step of, when the distribution request information is 
received from the communication device, approving the identifier distribution to the 
communication device and storing initial lease conditions corresponding to the 
communication device by lease condition storage step, if the lease conditions 
corresponding to the communication device are not stored by the lease condition 
storage step (column 6, lines 58-67; column 7, lines 1-15; column 8, lines 16-20); a 
condition modification step of modifying the lease conditions corresponding to 
communication device stored by the lease condition storage step; and an identifier 
distribution approval/prohibition control step of controlling approval/prohibition of 
identifier distribution to the communication device as a transmission source of the 
distribution request information, based on the lease conditions corresponding to the 
communication device stored by the lease condition storage step (column 6, lines 58- 
67; column 7, lines 1-47). 

37. With respect to claim 19, Bahlmann discloses a storage medium according to 
claim 18, in which the initial lease conditions include a term condition during which the 
identifier can be distributed (column 5, lines 59-67; column 6, lines 1-3), and the 
condition modification step includes: a step of determining whether or not the term 
condition in the initial lease conditions stored by the lease condition storage step 
corresponding to the communication device is satisfied when the distribution request 
information is received from the communication device (column 9, lines 15-24); and a 
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lease prohibition setting step of modifying the initial lease conditions to lease conditions 
for prohibiting the identifier distribution when it is determined that the term condition is 
not satisfied (column 2, lines 7-10). 

38. With respect to claim 20, Bahlmann discloses a storage medium according to 
claim 18, in which the condition modification step includes a step of modifying the initial 
lease conditions corresponding to the communication device to a set of normal lease 
conditions in which identifier distribution is determined in advance based on information 
relating to execution of specific processing from the communication device (column 6, 
lines 58; column 7, lines 1-49). 

39. With respect to claim 21 , Bahlmann discloses a storage medium according to 
claim 18, in which the lease conditions include the term condition during which the 
identifier can be distributed (column 5, lines 59-67; column 6, lines 1-3), and the 
condition modification step includes a step of extending for a predetermined duration of 
time the term condition stored by the lease condition storage step corresponding to the 
communication device when the distribution request information is received from the 
communication device (column 11, lines 14-37). 

40. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Scott Patent No. 6,195,706 
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b. 


Beser 


Patent No. 


6,170,061 


c. 


Davis et al 


Patent No. 


6,088,805 


d. 


Wong et al 


Patent No. 


6,073,178 


e. 


Massarani 


Patent No. 


6,393,484 


f. 


Necka et al 


Patent No. 


6,952,428 


g- 


Bahlmann 


Patent No. 


6,859,826 


h. 


Bahlmann et al Patent No. 


5,884,024 



41 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rubin Blake whose telephone number is (571 ) 270- 
3802. The examiner can normally be reached on M-R: 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nabil El-Hady can be reached on (571) 272-3963. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

BJR 

11/20/2007 




